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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to join with the Armenian community 
to commemorate the 103rd anniversary 
of the Armenian Genocide with my col-
league, Congressman DAVID VALADAO. 
We both represent a large constituency 
of Armenians in the San Joaquin Val-
ley. 

On April 24, 1915, the Ottoman Em-
pire began to systematically deport 
and kill 1.5 million Armenians, sending 
them to their death. It was systematic, 
it was planned. But as history has 
shown, the Armenian people are 
stronger than any attack, even geno-
cide; the first genocide in the 20th cen-
tury, by the way. 

Many Armenians settled in Califor-
nia’s San Joaquin Valley, where I was 
raised, and now I have the honor to 
represent. I heard their stories of their 
losses with their families, but I also 
saw their determination, their joy, and 
their strength, and their contributions 
to our community and to our Nation. 

The Armenian people show us that 
we must move forward, but we must 
never forget where we are from and 
who we are; therefore, the Congress 
and the President must, sooner than 
later, officially go on record recog-
nizing the Armenian Genocide. 

Tonight, I stand with the Armenian 
people and commemorate their spirit. 
As we move forward, we must never 
forget. 

f 

REMEMBERING LIVES LOST IN 
THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

(Mr. VALADAO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remember those lives lost in 
the Armenian Genocide more than 100 
years ago. From 1915 to 1923, the Otto-
man Empire engaged in the systematic 
and organized deportation and extermi-
nation of over 2 million men, women, 
and children from Armenia. Today, 
these horrific events have become 
known as the Armenian Genocide. 

Many of those able to flee immi-
grated to the United States and settled 
in the Central Valley of California. 
Today, their families continue to grow, 
thrive, and pass along their cultural 
heritage into their adopted commu-
nities. 

The sense of loss as a result of these 
horrific acts runs deep, as many Arme-
nian Americans personally know a 
friend or family member who was un-
able to escape the genocide. As a re-
sult, the Armenians throughout the 
United States have been steadfast in 
their efforts to continue to ensure the 
memory of those lost never fades. 

Despite the horrors of this time and 
broad international consensus that 
these events are rightfully identified as 
‘‘genocide,’’ the foreign policy of the 
United States refuses to acknowledge 
what so many already know to be true. 

As co-chair of the Congressional Ar-
menian Caucus, I ask my colleagues in 
the House of Representatives to stand 
with me in recognizing and remem-
bering the 2 million lives who were lost 
or forever changed by these tragic 
events. 

f 

AMERICA’S RETIREES HAVE 
EARNED A BETTER DEAL ON 
PENSION SECURITY 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, for more 
than 30 years, greedy corporate chief-
tains, enabled by the Republican 
Party, have chip, chip, chipped away at 
workers’ rights, decent wages, and se-
cure pension benefits. In fact, they 
have even moved corporations to 
penny-wage environments, all in the 
name of preventing workers from im-
proving their lives here and the lives of 
their families. 

Our latest fight is to ensure pension 
security for retirees who have already 
paid into their earned benefits. Since 
2014, we have fought to protect millions 
of multi-employer pensioners at risk of 
insolvency. Pensioners should yield 
what they were guaranteed. 

Democrats have proposed solutions 
to ensure these retirees get a better 
deal. We have rallied behind the Butch 
Lewis Act, which has 156 cosponsors, 
including Republicans. 

But where is the House Republican 
leadership? Instead of helping retirees 
across this Nation with pension secu-
rity, they forced passage of a $1 trillion 
tax cut for the rich. This should tell 
you all you need to know about the Re-
publicans’ raw deal. 

Our 2018 recent funding bill vote se-
cured a Committee on Pension Sol-
vency that is tasked to find a solution 
by the end of this year. America’s re-
tirees shouldn’t be let down. They have 
earned a better deal. 

f 

HONORING JENNIFER O’BRIEN, 2018 
NEW YORK MOTHER OF THE YEAR 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a dear friend, Jen-
nifer O’Brien, of Binghamton, New 
York. She was recently designated as 
the 2018 New York Mother of the Year. 
Jennifer has dedicated her life to help-
ing others and especially those who 
have been less fortunate. 

Jennifer is the mother of two beau-
tiful children, both of whom have cere-
bral palsy. Along with her full-time job 
at Health Processes, Jennifer serves as 
the executive director of Life Is Wash-
able and as the executive director of 
the American Special Hockey Associa-
tion. 

Through Life is Washable, Jennifer 
has implemented innovative programs 
which have allowed children with spe-

cial needs to play sports and partici-
pate in community events with their 
families. In addition to serving over 
50,000 people with these programs, Jen-
nifer serves over 3,000 members of the 
American Special Hockey Association. 

She is also responsible for the con-
struction of the largest accessible play-
ground in New York State, known as 
OurSpace at Rec Park in Binghamton, 
New York. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing Jennifer O’Brien’s outstanding 
accomplishments as a wife, a mother, 
and an advocate. Jennifer is one of 
those rare individuals who possesses 
endless energy, integrity, courage, te-
nacity, and compassion. 

f 

b 1930 

HONORING THE VICTIMS OF THE 
WAFFLE HOUSE SHOOTING IN 
TENNESSEE 

(Mr. COOPER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the victims of a deadly 
mass shooting at a Waffle House in An-
tioch, Tennessee, early on the morning 
of Sunday, April 22. 

Four young, promising lives were 
lost: Joe R. Perez, DeEbony Groves, 
Taurean C. Sanderlin, and Akilah 
DaSilva. They crossed paths at the res-
taurant expecting nothing more than 
good food. Now four young lives are 
lost, and we mourn with their families 
and friends. 

I would also like to recognize Mr. 
James Shaw, Jr., a native Nashvillian 
and an American hero. Mr. Shaw brave-
ly stopped this attack from being even 
worse. His courageous and decisive ac-
tion saved many lives. Now, Mr. Shaw 
doesn’t consider himself a hero, but his 
actions clearly prove that he is a hero. 
He gave us hope on one of our darkest 
days. 

We are heartbroken for the tragic 
loss of life, but we are heartened and 
proud of our hometown hero. May we 
remember Mr. Shaw’s words: 

I hope that we can bring violence to an end 
in all facets, not just gun violence, but all vi-
olence. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the vic-
tims of a deadly mass shooting at a Waffle 
House in Antioch, Tennessee, on the morning 
of Sunday, April 22. 

Four young, promising lives were lost, and 
two other people were injured. Today we 
mourn Joe R. Perez, 20 years old, who moved 
to Nashville to live with his grandmother and 
work at his brother’s business; DeEbony 
Groves, 21, a senior at Belmont University 
who was weeks from earning a degree in so-
cial work; Taurean C. Sanderlin, 29, a Waffle 
House employee who was outside on a break; 
and Akilah DaSilva, 23, a student and aspiring 
musician. They crossed paths at the Waffle 
House, expecting nothing more than good 
food. Now, four young lives are lost. We 
mourn with their families, friends, and the Anti-
och community. 
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